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Editorial

| forwarded out the follow-
ing note to readers of the
Australian Riview and have
repeated it here for your
information.

A comment regarding my
throw -away line in the Jan-
uary/February 2018 issue
was luckily caught by John
Offer in Victoria.

My comment referred to
the theoretical importation
of a Silver Arrow (the last
of the Rivs and built for the
1999 model year).

As John pointed out, this is
not allowable under cur-
rent Australian Govern-

rt rufds
(infrustructure.gov.au/
vehicleimports) that only
allow yehicles to be im-

| O U T N € Yyhorted with a build date up

to 1989.

John points out that just
because the last genera-
tion Rivs will come into the
various  State  Govern-
ments concessional age
category (25 years in Vic-
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Well, summer is really
here! With heat wave con-
ditions in Brisbane (and
also in Sydney) during
January, it was no surprise
that many members
brought a modern car on
the Buick club run in Janu-
ary. However, | was able
to take the
ing the benefit of air -
conditioning in this
O6modernd

After a short reprieve to
normal temperatures, we
were subject to heat wave
conditions again for the
February Buick club run.
Again most people arrived

87 ute jby%d tfeFirdt ¢

toria) in a few years, does
not mean a 25 year old car
can be brought into Aus-
tralia in the first place.

At present, if a person
buys an overseas car
made after 1989 they will
not be able to import it and

they risk losing their mon-

ey or having to resell it in

that country.

All good advice and cer-
tainly worthy of circulating
to the readership just in
case.

For those who are serious-
ly contemplating importa-

tion of any vehicle from
overseas it is always best
to check with the Govern-
ment about what rules ap-

ply.

Many thanks to John for
bringing this to our atten-
tion.

We sent the call out a little
while back to the coordi-
nators and others to get
together stories of our Rivs

rom t h

in a modern car. But two
Rivieras graced the group
for the run.
to be the car of choice for
the day having the air -con,
and Terry enjoyed the nat-
ural air-conditioning in his
668 Riviera.

reat to see the Rivieras

runs of the year. Hopefully
the weather will cool off a

Rivie bit3con and we will see

more of our lovely Rivieras
on the runs.

Plans are well under way
for the 2018 Buick National
Meet to be held in Septem-
ber this year in the region-

av -
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and without flinching an
old member from Queens-
land came back with his
Good Olstdry d8husy
acquisition
that he is back in his
homeland of Canada.
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With that level of support
for the Australian Riview,
how can we fail. Thanks to
Malcolm for answering the
call!

Malcolm and Sharon Fisch-
er and their family came to
Queensland from Stettler,
Alberta in Canada about
ten years ago and spent a
year in Australia, joining
the Queensland Buick Car
Club for that year.

Malcolm is the local editor
(AKA,t he ol )dorhasdi t
car club and so knows how

to toss some words togeth-

er .. which he has done

here!

ltds quite a re
worth the journey.

Please enjoy this edition of
The Australian Riview.

e-Ordieatpii 0

al town of Dalby. Thisis a
great opportunity to get
your Riviera polished and
ready to enjoy some great
drives in the country are-
as. We look forward to
seeing many of our
Queensland and interstate
Rivieras at that Meet. Look
out for the registration
forms on the website -
buicknationals.com.au - or
in the Buick News.

Till next time,

Linda.
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Tracking down the first
Riviera ever made might
be easy and probably due
to its notoriety, however
finding the first Riv to land
in Australia, now that could
prove to be a real mys-
tery?

S

Until now!

Our southern sleuth and
State co-ordinator, Tom
Kunek, has uncovered this
mythical 1963 Riviera.

Back in late 1962 Steens of
Melbourne was an import-
er of American automo-
biles and it was at that time
C 0 N VtRata new BéicK Riviera
was imported into Austral-
ia for sale by that compa-

0The
was carried out
by Fishers of

~
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Meanwhile, Keith Murdoch
was a sheep farmer oper-
ating out of the area
around Berwick west of
Gippsland and he pur-
chased that Riviera in early

Mel bour n

s Austral.l

1963.

Essentially, it is believed
that he took delivery of the
first Buick Riviera import-
ed into Australia!

The conversion from LHD
to RHD was carried out by
Fishers of Melbourne and
the Riviera is a black on
black coupe believed to
have been fitted with most
of the available factory
options of the day.

Foll owing
the Riviera was given to
his granddaughter Julia

and is now 5 W

owned by
Julia and
husband
Rod
Graves.

Julia and
Rod now
live in Bea-
consfield,
which is

Kei t
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located in the beautiful
rolling country -side east of
Melbourne.

To date the Riv has only
amassed a total mileage of
63,000, due in part to the
Riv having spent ten years
in a hay shed
and then another ten years
in a Queensland shed be-
fore finally returning to
Victoria in 1990.

That amounts to almost half
of its life being spent in
storage!
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If you are looking to up-
date your Riv, or in fact
get into a Riv, they are out
there in 2018.

We trawled through the
classifieds last month and
came up with a selection
of what is on offer
throughout Australia.

The Eastern seaboard
offers cars including a
1971 Riv in Sydney for
$46,900 and a 1983 in

For real Riv variety it is
_hard tg pass up the Sun-
shine State where we
found a 1972 for $32,000,
a 1977 for $28,000, a 1980
for $24,950 and a 1973 for
$19,000.

Plenty to choose from
there!

If you are in the West we
did come across a 1969
for $39,000.

If you are interested we
recommend you hit the
web but always ensure
that you have any car
you are interested in
checked over thor-
oughly to ensure you
dondt end up
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